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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



SCRUPLES. 

ANN F. FOWLER. 

Being perplexed, I say, 

"Lord, make it right ! 
Night is as day to Thee, 

Darkness as light. 
I am afraid to touch 
Things that involve so much ; 
My trembling hand may shake, 
My skill-less hand may break,— 
Thine can make no mistake." 

Being in doubt, I say, 

"Lord, make it plain 
Which is the true, safe way ? 

Which would be vain ? 
1 am not wise to know. 
Nor sure of foot to go ; 
My blind eyes cannot see 
What is so clear to Thee, 
Lord, make it clear to me." 



ABOUT BOOKS. 

Suggestions made by the Autobiography of John G. Paton, a Mis- 
sionary from Scotland to the New Hebrides.* 

1. That a man may write of himself without the kind 
of vanity we usually call egotism. 

2. That a contemporary (Mr. Paton lives and labors) 
may be as Christlike as the Apostles or the Fathers or the 
Jasenists, the Puritans, the Mystics, Moravians or any 
heroes and martyrs of former centuries. 

3. That the love of life is not necessarily a controlling 
instinct. It is in this man subordinate to the love of 
Christ, the love of cannibals and the duties growing out of 
these affections. 

4. That non-resistance with deadly weapons is the 
way of safety in the greatest and most constant perils. 

5. That prayer for temporal deliverances and needed 
temporal relief is directly answered. 

6. That the exhibition of good temper, patience, per- 
sistence and unwavering faith in God is sure to bear fruit 
in the character of those who look on. 

7. That fortitude and boldness, combined with the love 
of enemies, are really as heroic as the courage which in 
battle courts death or victory. 

8. That after being born again the change from an 
entirely heathen to a wholly Christian character requires 
time and training in the school of experience. 

9. That opportunities for heroic lives would not be 
wanting should Christian nations never produce another 
great soldier or engage in another war. 

10. That fellowship with Jesus Christ as a present 
friend and helper may stand a Christian in the stead of 
companions of like faith. 

11. That manual labor, even what is called drudgery, 
ma3' be so practised by even the noblest of men as to 
preach the Gospel more effectively to idle, ignorant and 
besotted hisman beings than any form of words. 

12. That mechanical skill and mental tact may be use- 
ful in teaching Christ — even as is self-sacrificing love. 

13. That all heathendom is thoroughly and heredi- 
tarily saturated with tbe ideas and passions of envy, 
revenge and fear, on which passions idolatry is founded. 

14. That bloodthirstiness increases with gratification 
and dies out of men who renounce murder and war as a 
practice or habit. 



16. That the heathen in the state in which they are 
first discovered are unlovely, unattractive, not to say dis- 
gusting ; — being full of all uncleanness, shamelessness, 
fraud, unfaithfulness, cruelty, whimsicalness, madness, 
undutifulness to parents, children and wives. 

16. That heathen worship is the excitement and domi- 
nance of the lowest passions, especially that of fear, as 
to property, health and life. It expresses itself in danc- 
ing, feasting, torturing and murdering — chiefly to con- 
ciliate supposed demons and deprecate supernatural 
malignity, wrath and punishment. 

17. That the sharpest and most vital point of antag- 
onism between the worship of God and of many gods is 
found in the conflict between love and hate. 

18. That the "hour and man" for the conversion of 
the world are not wanting. We need only a little .more 
time and to multiply Christlike men like Paton to disciple 
all nations. 

19. He was born in an humble, Christian home, 
trained in abject poverty, exercised by trial in the slums of 
a great city (Glasgow), where civilization had deposited 
its dregs. He was early instructed in Gospel truth, prayed 
without ceasing and followed the leadings of God, provi- 
dential and spiritual. The missionaries needed may be 
made out of the same material — Scotch, English, Amer- 
ican, German, and subjected to similar training. 

20. That the greed of the traders and slavers among 
those islands leads to baser crimes than the heathen com- 
mit. The traders rob and murder for sandal-wood and 
slaves. They are said to profess to be missionaries now 
in order to obtain slaves, and have depopulated entire 
islands. The nations of the world should combine to 
restrain the traffic in tobacco, spirituous liquors and 
slaves. 

*Autobiography of John G. Paton. Parts I and II. Price 
$L50 per vol. New York : Carter Brothers. 1890. 



A NEW BOOK. 

A conservative member of the Society of Friends writes 
from his point of view an interesting letter with regard to 
a book, presented to us in England and perused with 
interest. While we are unable to see that leaning on the 
staff of the sacraments has greatly enfeebled those who 
have spiritually discerned their symbolic significance, we 
confess to an increasing sympathy with the views ex- 
pressed by Alexander King. The spiritual nature of the 
kingdom of God is, for those who live in its light and up 
to its privileges. They lean on the Beloved. The writer 
says : 

"I am lately in receipt of a most interesting and 
important little English book, entitled the 'Cry of 
Christendom,' by Alexander King of London, an old 
time Congregational pastor, and it would seem with a 
present congregation. He wields a gentle, but keen and 
able, controversial pen, and commencing with the inhuman 
barbarism of 'Christian Militarism' goes on directly with 
much force against the right scriptural authority of the 
whole 'Sacramental System,' with the sweeping declara- 
tion of belief that, 'Christ's Christianity for all mankind 
ordains neither ceremony nor ritual, neither sacraments 
nor priests,' etc. Continuing with able and well fortified 
scriptural proofs and arguments to sustain his positions, 
which must, I think, make a strong impression upon the 
religious thought and opinions of all unprejudiced minds. 
But with one sweep of his keen pen, he severs the whole 



